The management of severe preeclampsia with intravenous magnesium sulphate, hydralazine and central venous catheterization.
A prospective study of patients with severe preeclampsia managed by magnesium sulphate infusion for eclampsia prophylaxis, hydralazine infusion for vasodilatation and central venous catheterization for fluid monitoring is reported. In this preliminary report of 46 patients, there was no episode of eclampsia following treatment, no maternal death, and hypertension was well controlled in all patients. Of the 51 babies born, there were 7 stillbirths, and 4 neonatal deaths; 6 of the 7 stillbirths were less than 30 weeks' gestation, and 23 of the 46 patients were delivered by Caesarean section.